Dear Member,

N ow that the 1996-97 season is under way, the time has come
A» ¥ to bring you up to date with what is happening. The season
has started well and there is much to look forward to in between
now and next June.

The opening night was very well attended--some 40 people
turned up and very much enjoyed the sumptuous food prepared by
Jakki Gregory. She and Tony had organised, by way of entertain-
ment, a quiz, for which the assembled company divided into two
large teams. However, the second half of the quiz was abandoned
as most people seemed content to chat and catch up with the news from people they
hadn't seen all summer!

__In September 25th Marilyn Hawkins gave us another 'American Sampler'. On this
occasion the first half consisted of seven evocative American poems whose thread was
“the spirit of a large and growing country, struggling to grow up and find itself". The
second half of the evening was a rehearsed reading of a condensed version of Our Town,
Thornton Wilder's classic piece about the lives of the inhabitants of a small American
town. In this Marilyn was ably assisted by Lance Salway, Gill Manns, Tony Manns and
Patricia Stewart and the results were much appreciated by the 30 members who came.

On October 18th Jessica Colson was to have presented a rehearsed play reading.
However, despite her best endeavours she had not been able to find anyone able to help
her, so instead we had a most enjoyable unrehearsed reading of The Secretary Bird, a
most amusing play about one man's success in preventing his wife from running off with
another by behaving outrageously. The play was familiar to some of those present, as
The Players produced it in the spring of 1984. Over 20 members turned up for this and
everyone had a chance to read.
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1 am delighted to be able to report that
in this Autumn's production of Trelawny
of the "Wells" our President, Joy Saun-
ders, is making a welcome return to the
boards—having last appeared on stage
seven years ago in the 1989 production
of A Murder is Announced.

For those of you who do not already
know, Joy is the daughter of Fred B. Al-
cock, the man who in the late 1920s took
the first steps that led to the founding of
the players in 1934. Fred's skill as an
actor and director, together with his
ability to get actors, technicians and
other helpers to do what he wanted (he
was not a commiftee man!) got The
Players off to a flying start, and the mo-
mentum he generated continued up fo
and throughout World War II. Fred left
Sherborne in 1947 to continue his career
in banking elsewhere, but he maintained
contact with The Players for many years.
Joy married in 1948 and returned to
Sherborne, where she has lived ever
since.

This photograph shows Joy with her
Jather in the 1946 production of Dear
Brutus, which was first presented in the
Digby Road Church Hall and then at the
Bristol Guild of Players’ Full-length
Play Festival at the Theatre Royal in
Bristol, where it won the Bristol Guild of
Players Shield.

The story of this and other events in
the early history of The Players can be
Jound in Fred's book As it Was, from
which this photograph is taken. There
are still a number of copies of this book
around--recommended reading for an
insight into the man himself and the ori-
gins and early history of the Amateur
Players of Sherborne.



At the time of writing we have a mem-
bership of 76, including 11 new mem-
bers. A few of you reading this letter
will perhaps fondly imagine that you
are included in this number but on ex-
amining the list of members on the
next page will find, to your horror,
that you are not. The reason for this is
that you have not vet paid your sub.
The Treasurer or the Membership
Secretary will be pleased to accept
your contribution {a chegue in the
post 18 quite acceptable), at which

{What's On

§ Thur 8th, Fri 9th, Sat 10th November
Sturminster Hall, 7.30 p.m.

SNADS present The Farndale Avenue Housing

§ siate Townswomen's Guild Dramatic Soci-
L erv's Production of "4 Christmas Carol’.
§ [When I saw the BADS production of this play

Tlaughed somuch I cried. ML}

Artsreach Productions

Hiyjinx Theatre, The Dove Maiden
Shiflingstone, 24th Oct
Thorncombe, 26th Oct

Told By and Idiot, You Haven't Embraced Me Yet
Shillingston, 22nd Nov

Knechigh Theatre, Telling Tales
Thorncombe, 4th Dec




.y

-

%eim you will of course receive one of this year's highly sought after yellow membership
cards. If; of course your name is not on the list and you know that you have paid your
sub, please do let me know--we all make mistakes! For those who do not pay a subscrip-
tion, I'm afraid this is the last Newsletter you will receive.

EdkokdEkkdoRkd

One of the decisions made at the AGM earlier this year was not to increase subscriptions,
but instead to make a charge of 50p for those attending members evenings. Some mem-
bers have since voiced some concern and criticism over this decision, pointing out that
for those who regularly attend members evenings the increased cost will be greater than
than a modest increase in subscription would have been. There are arguments for and
against this charge and some, at least, of these were aired at the AGM. However the
Committee are agreed that we cannot now reverse what was a majority decision of those
present at the AGM. And in any case the increase is not as great as some people have
suggested, as the 50p includes the charge for coffee, for which members have always
been asked to contribute 20p anyway. In view of the complaints the committee intends to
monitor the situation through the vear. If enough members feel strongly that the decision
was the wrong one, it can always be reversed at next year's AGM!

Fedegok kR ERRK

Rehearsals for Trelawny of the Wells are going well. A list of cast members is given here.
Jen . Harvey-Hull is directing and on this occasion she has Jessica Colsen as Pro-
ducer to assist her. Stage Manager and Set Designer is Jim Schofield, who is would like
some help beforehand to paint and wallpaper flats for the set--volunteers please tele-
phone Jim on 01935-812051. Setting up will begin on the morning of Saturday 23rd No-
vember and for that, as usual, we need a number of willing bodies to help move the flats
etc from the Castle Stables to the Digby Hall and then to construct the sets. Contact Jim
if you can come, but if you cannot decide until the last moment we will be delighted to
see you anyway. Front of House Manager on this occasion is Tony Field, so volunteers
to help FOH please contact him on 01935-815427.

Tickets will be on sale from November 11th, via Tony. Jennie has asked me to
point out that if every member could make themselves responsible for selling 10 tickets
we would be sold out. Ultimately, the success or faiture of any production rests on ticket
sales, so please could all members do their best to sell as many tickets as possible.
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Trelawny of the "Wells"

Mrs Mossop
Ablett

Tom Wrench
Imogen Parrott
Telfer

Ferdmand Gadd
Augustus Colpovs
Avonia Bunn
Rose Trelawny
Arthur Gower
Mrs Telfer

Sarah

Clara de Foenix
Captain de Foenix
Sir William Gower
Miss Trafaigar Gower
Charles

O'Dwyer

Mr Hunston

Mr Denzil

Miss Brewster
Hall Keeper

GILL MANNS
TONY MANNS
DAVID BOWEN

KATHY MESSINGER

DAVID SMITH
MARK LAMBERT

STUART McCREADIE
STEPHANIE GREEN

HOLLY BURBAGE
ANDREW HELSON
FIZZLEWIS
REBECCA HILL
NATALIE COX
KIERAN MILLAR
VIVIAN VALE

JOY SAUNDERS
JACK TUCKER
COLIN MAYES
ADAM BIRKS-HAY
SIMON MANATON
SALLY CHAPMAN
JIM SCHOFIELD

Prompt Corner

Dates for your diaries

Friday 8th November
Music and Comedy

presented by
Jakki Gregory

Cheap St Church Hall, 7.30 p.m.

Saturday 23rd November, a.m.
'Setting up' in the Digby Hall
for Trelawny of of the "Wells".
PLEASE COME AND HELP!

Thur 28th, Fri 29th, Sat 30th November
Trelawny of The "Wells"
Performances. Digby Hall. 7.30 p.m.

PLEASE COME!

Sunday 1st December, a.m.
Strike set from Digby Hall

PLEASE!

Tuesday 10th December

Christmas party with entertainment entitled
"....But Once A Year....." provided by
Vivian Vale. Age Concern Hall 7.30 p.m.

LOST PROPERTY FOUND

A pair of lady's spectacles was found on a
table in the Age Concern Hall at the end of
the opening night. The frame is a clear,
pinkish colour. Would the owner please

telephone me on 01258-817270.

ML




