A ugust is upon us and it is time for the first of the new season’s
newsletters. As some of you know things are already under
way and we can ook forward to an entertaining time.

First, however, a brief report on the AGM, held on 18th June,
which was attended by 31 members and passed without controversy.
In her annual report our Chairman covered all the year’s events, fill-
ing in many of the details that had not been reported in the newslet-
ters. Apart from our productions the most important event was the
move out of the Eldnidge Pope premises—a major undertaking for
which Jakki thanked evervone who took part. Since then teams of people have been sorting
through the wardrobe, which should make life much easier when we come to move it
(again) into the Castle Stable rooms in the autumn.

e Treasurer gave us the happy news that the Society’s reserves now stand at just
over £12,341 — an increase of £4,157 since last year. The main reasons for this increase
were a windfall from the Building Society (£1,334) and the sale of costumes etc (£2,466).
He then went on to explain to a slightly bemused audience why the profit for the year was
actually only £1,970, due to writing off (in the accounts, not literally) of our non-cash as-
sets {remainder of wardrobe, scenery, lights etc). We were all glad to hear, however, that
we still have that extra £4,157.

Speaking of cash, I omitted to mention in the last newsletter the most worthwhile cof-
fee morning organised by Jennie Harvey-Hull in the Digby Hall on the Thursday during the
last production. Jennie and her helpers raised £67, made all the more remarkable by the fact
that, due to some crossed wires, the publicity consisted solely of a few hastily contrived
posters on the morning itseif. Because this fund-raising effort was such a success, the com-
mittee have decided that it will become a regular event.

Returning to the AGM, the President was formally re-elected and the meeting went
on to consider the resolution to amend the constitution. Tony Field presented the case for
the amendments and after a brief discussion the resolution was passed nem. con.. Election
of officers then took place and as only one candidate for each office had been proposed,
Anthony Stephens, Tony Field and Mark Lambert were elected unopposed to the offices of
Secretary, Treasurer and Membership Secretary respectively. Two new committee mem-
bers\ ‘e Francis and Patricia Stewart, were ..,
also erected unopposed. ,

You may be a httle surprised to see
that Tony is once again Treasurer, as in the
last newsletter I announced that he intended
to retire. In the event, however, no other
candidates for the office could be found and
as Tony confessed to quite liking the job
(there is no accounting for taste), it was not
difficult to persuade him to stand for
re-election.
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Auditions for the autumm production were
held in July and the play has now been cast.
After considerable deliberation, the commit-
tee chose Oscar Wilde’s A Woman of No
Importance. Wilde is in the news at the mo-
ment as this year is the 100th anniversary of

Deirdre Stewart as the ethereal spirit
Elvira, Staniey McKay as Charles, Meg
Huime as Madam Arcati and Joy Saunders
as Ruth in SG.McKay's 1962 production of
Blithe Spirit.

See page 3. Photo by W.H Rendell
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his release from Reading Gaol, and it is to hoped that this will add to the play’s already
considerable box office appeal. Margaret Field is directing and she chose the play not least
because it contains some of Wilde’s best known and most pithy lines; “..the unspeakable in
pursuit of the uneatable” is one that is highly topical today. A cast list is on page 3.
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The Opening Night of the new season is on Wednesday 10th September at 7.30 p.m. at the
Crown Inn, Newell, Sherborne. This is an excellent venue, which has the added advantage
that you can buy a drink at the bar if you wish and on the Opening Night a buffet supper
will be provided. The owners will also supply us with excellent coffee on this and all subse-
quent evenings (so at least for the time being those of you who kindly agreed to take part in
a coffee rota have been let off the hook). The room we will be using is well-appointed with
comfortable chairs. It is about the same size as our former clubroom and has a raised area
at one end. The only slight disadvantage is that the noise from the road traffic outside can
be a little intrusive, especially if the double-glazed windows are open. However, few things
in this world are perfect and this is something we will have to put up with.

Please do come to the opening night if possible. As usual subscriptions (s#// only
£8.00 or £1.00 if you are a student!) are due on or before this date. If you really cannot
come please send your subscription to me or Tony Field, upon receipt of which you will re-
ceive the usual printed Membership Card/Programme of Events. Obviously for anyone who
wants to take an active part in our productions payment of a membership subscription is es-
sential. However, we are also extremely grateful to those of you who we do not see very
often and yet continue to support us by paying a subscription. We do hope that you will
continue to support us and join us for some of our evening entertainments.

The Opening Night will be swiftly followed by the first of our evenings on Friday
19th September, when Jennie Harvey-Hull will host an unrehearsed playreading. These are
always fun and everyone gets a chance to read. On Wednesday 8th October, Hrolf Trump
will give us the benefit of his extensive backstage experience on the subject of lighting. On
Thursday 30th October we have re-booked Philip Rowe of Cary Make-Up Supplies to run
a make-up workshop (last season’s evening had to be cancelled at the last moment owing
to the indisposition of Philip Rowe). A knowledge of basic make-up techniques and effects
is important to nearly all of us, whether we aspire to be make-up artist, actor, director or
even lighting technician. And having asked Philip to come, it is important that we get a
good turnout, so please do attend if you can. I gather from a friend in SNADS that Philip
Rowe’s evenings are highly entertaining, and we will be inviting members of other groups
to join us (and quite probably to Hrolf’s evening as well). On Wednesday 12th November
Patricia Stewart and Tony Manns will host an evening of music. Details of the rest of the

season’s events will be published in your membership card and future newsletters.
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Prompt Corne

Dates for your diaries
All events at The Crown Inn, Newell,
Sherborne, 7.30 p.m.

Wednesday 10th September
APS 1997-98 Season Opening Night

Friday 19th September
Unrehearsed playreading
arranged by Jennie Harvey-Hull

Wednesday 8th October
Making Light Work

An illustrated talk on lighting
by Hrolf Trump

Thursday 30th October
A make-up workshop
with Phillip Rowe

Wednesday 12th November
A Musical Evening
with Patricia Stewart and Tony Manns

WHAT'S ON

Octagon Theatre Summer School

Into The Woods

by Stephen Sondheim
Friday 29th August 7.30
Saturday 30th August 2.30 and 7.30

The truly amazing results of just one week’s
very hard work by a group of mostly young
amateurs. Well worth seeing.
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£ you who are not already aware will be sorry to hear that Vivian Vale suffered a
, at his home towards the end of July. Although the effects of this were initially quite
_re, Patricia tells me that his doctors were pleased at how soon he started to recover.
Aere was subsequently a setback , as Vivian contracted an infection, but this has now been
overcome and Vivian continues to make progress. Patricia has asked me to say how deeply
touched and grateful they both are for all the cards and messages they have received. Be-
fore this happened Vivian wrote a short article for ‘The Actors’, which will appear in the
next newsletter. Vivian is also due to host a Shakespeare evening for us next April. For the
time being this evening will remain in the programme, but Vivian may be in hospital for a
while and his ability to play a part in APS activities will clearly depend on the speed and ex-
tent of his recovery. Our thoughts are with you, Vivian, and we hope to see you restored to
your customary full and vigorous health soon.
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David Smith, I am happy to report, is back home and continuing to make a sedate but satis-
factory recovery. A brief return to hospital recently revealed nothing untoward, and
David’s main concern is now to put on some of the weight he has lost during the 13 weeks
he spent in hospital. He and Sylvia are also grateful for the cards and messages they have
received and David is very much hoping to be present at our Opening Night in September.
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Incidentally, it has come to my notice that on occasions these newsletters find their way
into the hands of non-members. While flattered that my ramblings are considered worthy of
a wider audience, I must say that they are really intended for members only; your subscrip-
tion.__Jy for the production of the newsletters and they often contain financial information
and/or news of a personal nature about members. Should non-members need any informa-
tion about the players there is now an information sheet available, copies of which I shall be
happy to supply on request.

Well, that’s all for the moment. There is one more item of news, but I am restrained
from telling you about it for the time being, as an announcement will be made at the Open-
ing Night. How tantalizing! You really will have to come! See you there. M.L.

A Woman of No
Importance

Lady Caroline Pontefract FIZZ LEWIS
Miss Hester Worsley ~ JULIE-ANN SOUL
Sir John Pontefract TONY FIELD

Lady Hunstanton JENNIE HARVEY-HULL

Gerald Arbuthnot to be cast
Mrs Allonby KATHY MESSINGER
Lady Stutfield JILL HUDSON
Mr Kelvil DAVID BOWEN
Lord Illingworth ~ STUART McCREADIE
Lord Alfred Rufford MARK LAMBERT
Francis, Footman KIERAN MILLAR
Mrs Arbuthnot SUE FRANCIS
Archdeacon Daubeny MICHAEL BAARTZ
Farquar, Butler CHRIS JESSIMAN
Alice, Maid PATRICIA STEWART

Director: Margaret Field

Stage Manager: Mark Lambert

Those playing Mr Kelvil, Farquar, Francis and
Alice will also be part of the backstage team
and scenes will be changed in costume without
drawing the front tabs.




